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Solidarity in European Union External Action
(Investment Agreements)

The lectures will consider the various facets of European
Union external action in which the principle of solidarity
can play a relevant role. They will propose an examination
of the three areas of the EU external action that can serve
to reinforce application of the principle of solidarity. These
are: security and defense, foreign investment protection,
and cooperation for development. The course will pay
particular attention to the establishment of an EU policy
that protects the rights of foreign investors, while striking
an acceptable balance between foreign investor protection
and the regulatory laws of the host State. This will be seen
as another essential element for reinforcing solidarity, and
for reinforcing the institutional structure of the EU with
neighboring States. Therefore, lectures will analyze if and
how the EU can promote and include a number of
European values such as, for example, the principles of
solidarity in its international agreements. How can
solidarity in EU Law influence settlements in international
investor-State disputes?

The course will also offer an outline of the main features of
the investment policy of several Member States before the
Lisbon Treaty entered into force as a way of illustrating
how this policy has evolved in terms of solidarity. It will
also address specific considerations about these
international investment agreements: the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) negotiated with
Canada, the Free Trade Agreement negotiated with
Singapore (Singapore FTA) and the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership (TTIP).
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